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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 
REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Newtown 
and  Uanllwchaiarn  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1940. 

The  Public  Health  Officials  of  the  Urban  District  are: 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time),  and  Mr.  A. 
Penbryn  Roberts,  who  combines  the  duties  of  Highways 
Surveyor,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Water  Manager  and  Meat 
Inspector  at  the  Slaughter  House. 

STATISTICS. 


Area,  7,224  acres. 

Estimated  population,  5,106. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1940),  according 
to  Rate  Books,  1,550. 

Rateable  Value,  £22,737. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate,  £89. 

During  the  year  little  unemployment  has  been  prevalent. 
A very  considerable  number  of  those  previously  out  of  work 
have  gone  further  afield  and  been  regularly  employed 
though  returning  home  at  night. 

There  has  also  several  small  industries  started  in  the 
Town. 
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The  population  has  been  very  much  increased  through 
removals  from  the  dangerous  areas  into  this  district  and  the 
general  health  of  the  enlarged  number  of  residents  has  been 
good. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

Male 

Female 

71 

38 

33 

Live  f Legitimate 

38 

30 

Births  1 Illegitimate 

0 

3 

The  Birth  rate  per 

i ,000  of  the  estimated 

resident 

civilian  population  is  13.9 

compared  with 

a rate  of 

14.6  for 

England  and  Wales. 

Total. 

Male 

Female 

1 

0 

l 

Still  f Legitimate 

0 

1 

Births  \ Illegitimate 

0 

0 

The  rate  per  1,000  of  Live  and  Still  Births  is  therefore 

14.2. 


Total  Males  Females 
Deaths  ...  88  51  37 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
civilian  population  is  14.9  compared  with  14.3  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Deaths  from  puerperal,  post  abortion  and  other  maternal 
causes,  0. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  total  4 ; 2 males, 
2 females. 

The  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  is  55.5. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ...  ...  1 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year:  — 


Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ..f  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  239 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


There  were  two  deaths  from  diphtheria.  All  24  cases 
of  diphtheria  were  admitted  to  hospital.  During  the  year  no 
action  was  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  artificial 
immunization  against  diphtheria,  but  since  the  begining  of 
the  present  year  the  Local  Authority  in  conjunction  with  the 
County  Council  have  undertaken  to  provide  ali  school 
children  up  to  the  end  of  their  school  period  with  this 
protection  and  a very  large  percentage  of  the  parents  have 
availed  themselves  of  this  service. 


No  use  was  made  of  measles  serum  for  prophylazes  or 
attention  of  the  disease. 


There  was  a wide-spread  epidemic  of  measles  during 
the  latter  part  of  1940  and  the  early  part  of  1941,  but  the 
disease  was  not  of  a very  virulent  type  and  during  1940 
there  was  one  death. 

There  are  no  facilities  for  the  typing  of  preumococci 
and  the  provision  of  appropriate  serum. 

There  is  nothing  fresh  to  report  in  Cancer  and  Tuber- 
culosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  six  cases  notified  during  the  year,  two  of 
them  being  transferred  from  other  districts,  five  of  these 
were  respiratory  and  one  non-respiratory,  and  of  the  former 
three  were  females  aged  respectively  23)  26  and  30,  and  two 
were  males  aged  18  and  64.  The  non-respiratory  case  was 
a female  aged  19. 
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There  were  two  male  and  one  female  death  from 
Tuberculosis. 

The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  this  area  is  well 
carried  out. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

During  the  past  year  it  has  been  necessary  to  keep  a 
close  and  almost  constant  watch  on  the  Goverment  controlled 
Slaughter  House. 

The  following  have  been  brought  into  the  Slaughter 
House  during  the  year  : — 

Cattle,  960.  Sheep,  9,600.  Pigs,  650.  Calves,  60. 


Several  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  due 
to  the  following  diseases  : — 

Whole  Carcases  : Cattle  with  tuberculosis,  3. 

Sheep  casualty,  etc.  1 1 
Pigs  do  1 

Organs:  Cattle:  14  livers  (6  cirrhosis,  8 tuberculosis. 

5 tongues  (actinomycosis) 

1 set  of  tripe  and  heels 

6 plucks 

1 kidney  and  suet  (abcess) 

1 plate  and  brisket  (45  lbs.) 

3 heads  (actinomycosis) 

2 flat  ribs  (broken) 

1 buttock  (bruised) 

2 rumps  do 

2 necks  (bruised  461bs.) 

1 shoulder  (badly  bruised) 

Pigs:  4 hinds  (bruised  1301bs.) 

1 head 

5 legs  (broken) 

2 plucks  (201  bs.) 

4 sets  of  offal 
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Sheep  : 1 shin  and  shank  (broken  71bs.) 

5 livers  (cirrhosis) 

5 legs  of  mutton  (bruised  &-  broken  601bs) 
2 plucks 

1 loin  (bones  broken) 

WATER  UNDERTAKING. 

During  the  past  year  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  for  Bacteriological  examination  and 
Chemical  analysis  and  were  found  very  satisfactory. 

Bacteriological.  Tap  -Wesley  Street. 

per  cc 

No.  of  organisms  grown  on  agar  in  3 days  at  20'c  ...  1600 

do  do  do  48  hours  at  37'c  ...  950 

B.Coli  (Lactose  xIndolx)  present  in  lcc 

,,  ,,  absent  in  — 

Chemical.  In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution  ...  ...  14.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrits  ...  ...  0.02 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  ...  2.8 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hrsat  80  F 0.7 
Free  and  Saline  ammonia  ...  ...  Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  0.006 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  ...  ...  Nil 

Microcopical  examination  of  sediment  ...  Nil 

The  above  analysis  is  satisfactory. 

A recent  sample  is  as  follows  : — 

Bacteriological.  per  cc 

No.  of  organisms  grown  on  agar  in  3 days  at  20'c  ...  38 

do  do  do  48  hours  at  37'c  ...  3 

Probable  No.  of  Coliform  bacilli  present  in  100  cc  ..  Nil 
Faecal  Coli  (44c  Maconkey  test)  present  in  Nil 

„ „ absent  in  100  cc  
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Chemical.  In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  ... 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hrsat  80  F 
Free  and  Saline  ammonia 
Albuminoid  ammonia 
Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 

Microcopical  examination  of  the  sediment 


43.0 

0.05 

0.1 

0.032 

Nil 

0.006 

Nil 

Nil 


This  sample  is  class  I and  is  very  satisfactory. 


The  samples  were  submitted  to 
M.Sc.,  F.I.C. 


Harold  Lowe,  Esq. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Several  visits  were  made  to  the  Council's  Sewage 
Disposal  Works,  and  found  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
various  minor  repairs  were  carried  out. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  the  cowsheds  and 
dairies  in  the  area,  but  owing  to  War  conditions  no  large 
improvements  have  been  carried  out. 

I am. 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  SHEARER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September  1st,  1941. 


